About Kickapoo Bottoms

Kickapoo Bottoms is an 85-acre tract along the
Kickapoo River and adjacent to the Crawford
County fairgrounds. It includes scenic southern
sedge meadow, wet prairie, sloughs, ponds,

and floodplain forest. Open grasslands on the
property provide valuable habitat for waterfowl
and declining grassland nesting birds, such as
meadowlarks and bobolinks. The property also
provides 4,700 feet of frontage along the Kickapoo
River, one of the Conservancy’s most ecologically
significant priority areas.

According to the Wisconsin Land Legacy Report,
the Kickapoo River is described as “one of the
most diverse assemblages of natural communities
in the state,” supports breeding populations of
birds and provides habitat for many rare species
of plants and animals. Rare wildflower species on
the Kickapoo Bottoms property include the state
threatened snowy campion, which blooms in June
and July.

Activities allowed
Hiking, showshoeing, wildlife observation, hunting,
canoeing.

Activities NOT allowed
Dog-walking

Please respect landowners near Conservancy
tracts by observing property boundaries.

Plants and wildlife seen
at Kickapoo Bottoms

[J American bellflower [ Orange jewelweed
[J Bergamot/bee balm ] Snowy campion

] Blue vervain ] Virginia bluebells
] Boneset ] Wool grass
[ Bur sedge ] American basswood

[J Common evening [ Eastern cottonwood

primrose [J Swamp white oak

] Great blue lobelia [ Belted kingfisher

[J Hazelnut [ sedge wren

[J Monkey-flower
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Please respect landowners near Conservancy tracts by
observing property boundaries. ST

Kickapoo Bottoms
(17725 State Highway 131, Gays Mills, WI—near fairgrounds)

How to get to the property from La Crosse (approximately 47 miles from the inter-
section of Hwys 14 and 61 at the south end of La Crosse): Head south on Hwy 35. Pass
Ferryville (31 mi), go approximately 3 more miles and turn left on 171. Go approximately 13
miles to Gays Mills. On the east side of town, turn right on Hwy 131 and drive about 1 mile
to the Crawford County Fairgrounds. Park at the southwest corner near the corral.

NOTE: In 2018 flooding
destroyed the trails, but
the Conservancy plans to
restore them. Meanwhile,
-, the property is open for . Y .
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